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This week’s office hours: 

Tuesday & Thursday 2:00-5:00 pm;  
Wednesday & Friday 10:00 am-12:00 pm 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 Last week I wrote about October being the month set aside 
in special way to draw our attention to the prayer of the Holy Rosary, 
but it is also a month of importance for the Catholic Church in the Unit-
ed States; October is Respect Life Month. 
 There are just a few things that I would like to say in this 
regard, the first being how surreal it is that we even have to have such 
a conversation in the first place. In the United States alone there are 
2,500 children killed each day by abortion and this fact seems not to 
startle or shock the conscience of very many people.  The issue of 
abortion is often considered a religious issue if you are speaking with 
folks who tend to be more politically minded and then it quickly be-
comes a political issue if you try to have this conversation with people 
who profess the Christian faith.  Abortion is neither.  Human life is not 
a political issue, nor is defending it a religious one. 
 Natural law by definition does not require a special revela-
tion.  It is accessible to reason and can be readily discerned.  When 
human life begins is not a question that requires lengthy debates or 
vast argumentation.  Sperm meets egg.  Boom.  What religious faith 
does offer us is something that natural law cannot; that each human 
being is a unique and unrepeatable person created in the image and 
likeness of God and has a supernatural destiny of eternal life held out 
before it.  But these truths revealed to us by God, for the sake of the 
argument, do not really have any bearing on the question at hand.  The 
fact remains that a new individual human life begins at conception and 
that life must be protected and nurtured.   
 The next point that I would like to make is one that I have 
mentioned a number of times in the past; any individual who presents 
themselves as a candidate for public office is automatically disqualified 
for that office if they hold to the believe that abortion is a right.  The 
reason being is that if they cannot discern the obvious regarding the 
beginning of human life then clearly they do not have the full use of 
reason and therefore are incapable of making prudential judgments in 
the interest of the common good.  This is simple Catholic teaching and 
principles at work and how they are applied in practical cases. 
 But the question remains, does faith have any bearing on 
people’s thoughts, beliefs and deeply held political convictions?  I be-
lieve it does.  Now I am not going to suggest an argument from a place 
of superiority, but people of faith I would argue have a broader and a 
more integrated view of things.  The truth permeates all things and 
holds them together as one.  Knowing the truth does not make you 
better than other people, but it does make you responsible and it also 
makes you a witness.  So the question is, how are we doing on that 
front? 
 Here are some interesting statistics about Roman Catholics 
in the US and what they believe.  Among all Catholics, church going 
and not, 56% percent believe abortion should be legal in all or most 
cases.  56%!  Among all Catholics, church going and not, only 31% 
believe that the bread and wine consecrated at Mass becomes the true 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.  Now let’s contrast that with another 

(Continued on page 2) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
St. Joseph Mission at 4:00 pm 

Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 
Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 

Confessions are heard each of these days at 11:30 am and again on 
Wednesday after Mass during a period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

Victory O Lord! 
John Everett Millais (1829-1896) 

Knights of Columbus will host a parish breakfast following the 
8:30 Mass in Ronan on Sunday, October 23rd.  

All are welcome! 

The Knights of Columbus will serve breakfast 
following the 10:30 Mass in Polson this Sunday, 

October 16th! Please join us! 

Knights of Columbus - Ronan 
Meeting immediately after 8:30 Mass at Sacred Heart on Sunday, 

October 16th 

Mass at St. Joseph Mission in Charlo will be offered on 
Saturday, October 22nd at 4:00 pm. 

Please note, there will be no Confession in Polson that 
afternoon. 

Relationship Survey for the Office of Family Life 
Diocese of Helena 

 

Due in the month of October for all adults 18+ 
 

Two new ways to complete it: 
1. Visit communioinsights.com/survey/respond?sid=3488  
2. Fill out the hard copy insert in this week’s bulletin and return it 

in the offertory basket. 
 

Or, text KalispellDeanery (no spaces) to 406-345-0705 to receive the 
survey link. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__communioinsights.com_survey_respond-3Fsid-3D3488&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=6W0HKEhEU6uWoKDfmxRY8OiPSDEL84Yx7fp-4W2-H_k&m=DMP3nbOzU-G6FihYwtXoQJmfnn8e63gT65PMf9ggYkI&s=ofs9Lpto


                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, October 15th 
Vigil of the Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Eileen Metcalf 
Sunday, October 16th 

Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul of Jerry Ingraham, rb Linda Dorrington/ 
The Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Tuesday, October 18th 
St. Luke, Evangelist 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish 
Wednesday, October 19th 
Sts. John de Brebeuf & Isaac Jogues, Priests,  
and Companions, Martyrs 
Repose of the Soul of Jerry Ingraham, rb Linda Dorrington 
Thursday, October 20th 
St. Paul of the Cross 
Repose of the Soul of Jerry Ingraham, rb Linda Dorrington 
Friday, October 21st 
Unborn Children Whose Parents are Considering Abortion 

Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve 

Ducharme, Kate Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Heather Stocki, Betty Bjork, 
Bill Posivio, Vicki Weiss, Jason Avison, Floyd Smith, Nash Niemeyer, Richard Call.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for October 

 
A Church Open to Everyone: We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, may the 

Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always living in an atmosphere of synodality. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Shae Bills, Lane Buus, John Cooney, Riley Helgoe, Alex Olmes, Brett Rotz, Jamie Severson, Deacon Kyle Tannehill, Carter Anderson, 

Matt Keck, Anthony Olmes, Jack Peed, James Semling, and Kaleb Mitchell. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as well as oats, flour and 
rice.  Fresh produce, including garden produce, are accepted. Pet foods 
are frequently in demand, and clients tend to prefer healthy options for 
food that are not so loaded with sugar.  The Food Pantry will also accept 
money donations as well. Charitable donations may be left in the basket 
at the entrance of the church.  

OCTOBER IS RESPECT LIFE MONTH 

Country Store 
 

This thrift store on Main Street provides so much help 
to our church and community. If you can work 3 hours 
once a month on a Tuesday, please call Ruth Fischer 
at 406-883-5025. Substitutes are also needed. You will 
be blessed as you bring help to so many! 

set of statistics.  Among Sunday Mass attending Catholics 30% believe 
that abortion should be allowed in all or most cases, while within that 
same group 63% believe in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist.  (Pew Research Center) Just take a moment to compare and 
contrast those numbers.  Would you agree that we seem to have a 
problem when it comes to discerning who and what a body is? 
 So, to continue with the point that I am endeavoring to make, 
does faith having any bearing on what we are able to discern regarding 
those things that are simply and manifestly available to us by the use of 
reason?  Certainly.  But to draw this conclusion does not make issues 
such as abortion, or any other contentious issue for that matter, merely 
a matter of religious belief.  What faith brings to us is a supernatural 
vision and perspective on these matters.  In other words, faith enables 
us to know how all things are to be ordered towards their proper end.  
Faith answers the question regarding the meaning and purpose of it all. 
 What is the solution?  There is not one simple answer to this 
question and responses would certainly vary depending on one’s dis-
position, but there is one thing that is foundational.  Be Catholic.  Be 
Catholic as authentically as possible and let charity (the love of God) 
govern all of our thoughts, words and actions.  We do this for the sake 
of others.  The Lord has called us salt, a season that seasons the world.  
The Lord has called us leaven, an agent that causes a whole batch of 
dough to rise.  We do not do anybody any favors by blowing pepper in 
each other’s faces, and we certainly do not do anybody any favors by 
hiding our light under a basket.  We witness to the truth we know first 
and foremost by the holiness of our lives, and then by our charity to-
wards others, albeit imperfectly. 
 
God bless, 
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 
  



Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
To you I call; for you will surely heed me, O God; 
turn your ear to me; hear my words. 
Guard me as the apple of your eye; 
in the shadow of your wings protect me. 
 
Collect: 
 
Almighty ever-living God, 
grant that we may always conform our will to yours 
and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
First Reading: Ex 17:8-13 
Responsorial: Ps. 121:1-2,3-4,5-6,7-8 
   R. Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Second Reading: 2 Tm 3:14-4:2 
Alleluia: The word of God is living and effective, discerning reflec-
tions and thoughts of the heart. - Heb 4:12 
Gospel: Lk 18:1-8 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

"Pray constantly . . . always and for everything giving thanks in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father." St. Paul 
adds, "Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and suppli-
cation. To that end keep alert with all perseverance making 
supplication for all the saints." For "we have not been com-
manded to work, to keep watch and to fast constantly, but it 
has been laid down that we are to pray without ceasing." This 
tireless fervor can come only from love. Against our dullness 
and laziness, the battle of prayer is that of humble, trusting, 
and persevering love. This love opens our hearts to three en-
lightening and life-giving facts of faith about prayer. (CCC 
2742) 

Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
Immaculate Conception  
$48,608 of $175,000 (28%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$12,190 of $44,500 (27%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homi-
lies are available 
on YouTube and 
can be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

If you choose to give online, we ask that you please 
still fill out an envelope and return it to the parish 
so we can accurately track our parish’s progress. 

Thank you! 

Homestead Skills 
Meets twice a month on Saturday mornings at Immaculate 

Conception to learn and share in practical skills and lost arts, and to 
build a community in the process! 

Next class meets October 29th from 9  to 10:30 am. 

Topic #2: Home Safety 

Questions? Contact Barb Marshall at (406)361-0849  

or Marilyn Marnin at (406)696-9293. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

By 8 weeks gestation, all the essential organ systems have 
begun to develop. The baby has lips, a nose, and eyelids. 
Tiny toes and fingers are beginning to differentiate. 
Resource: whattoexpect.com 
Image resource: verywellfamily.com 

Saint Luke the Evangelist 

Feast Day October 18th 

Saint Luke Drawing the Virgin by Rogier van der Weyden 




